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[Abstract] Analysis based on China’ s county — level
data indicate that: there is significant agglomeration economy in
county — level cities and the relationship between labor produc—
tivity and city size exhibits the inverse U shape. The optimal
population size is about 400 thousand while the current size is

too small in 2014. From the sub — region perspective cities in
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the east and northeast regions suit the inverse U theory but ha—
ven’ t reach the optimal size while the cities in middle and west
regions not.

[Key words] city size; agglomeration economy; county —

level cities
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