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70 Years Review of China’s Regional Economic Development and Its Prospect

LIU Bing-lian', BIAN Yang’, ZHOU Mi', ZHU Jun-feng’
(1. College of Economic and Social Development of Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China;
2. School of Economics of Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract: The summary of China’s regional economic development in the past 70 years cannot be based on
the discussion of regional phenomena as a matter of fact, but should be based on a broader range of economic
development, transformational background, and the environment of the times to restore the historical process of
economic development and form a logically consistent theoretical framework. Only by understanding the regional
economic development of China from the height of the overall economy of China can we objectively evaluate the
merits and demerits of the regional economy in the past 70 years and make a useful outlook for the future. China’s
regional economic development is the result of linkages between the internal and external environment, national
strategy, institutional change and regional strategy. After the founding of the People’s Republic of China, under
the three national strategies of establishing a country strategy, enriching the people’s strategy and strengthening the
country’s strategy, China presented different spatial patterns and regional characteristics, and has formed five major
stages: the regional planning regulation period, the regional growth pole incubation period, the regional growth
mode construction period, the regional economic relationship adjustment period and the regional economic structure
restructuring period. In order to solve many problems encountered in the current regional economy in China, mainly
guided by high quality development in the future, China’s regional economy will further promote regional strategic
flexibility, promote spatial economic growth, accelerate regional coordinated development, adjust regional multi—
relationships, promote regional new economies, build regional green ecology, optimize urban agglomeration spatial
structure, and expand regional openness.
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